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CAMPAIGNING AGAINST VICKSBURG

TRYING HIGHLANDS BEAR.

Thrilling

HESCUE OF THE 'GUNBOATS FBOM DESTRUCTION.

(COPYKIGHT.)

CHAPTER XIIL
VICKSBURG JANUARY TO JOLT, 1863.

yOm-- v t HE CAMPAIGN

mm i of 1863, resulting 40

jT fc 3r F in tne capture 01
"Vicksburg, was so
important tnat its
history has been
well studied and
well described in
all the books treat-ing- offl the civil war,
more especially by
Dr. Draper, in his of

"History of thefllf- - Civil "War in Amer-
ica,"

a

Mjftia and in Ba--
1 B

deau's " Military
History of Gen. IGrant" In the latter it is more

fullv and accurately given than in any
other, and is well illustrated by maps
and original documents. I now need
only attempt to further illustrate Ba-deau- 's

account by some additional de-

tails. "When our expedition came out
of the Arkansas River, Jan. 18, 1863,
and rendezvoused at the river-ban- k, in
front of the town of Kapoleon, Ark., we
were visited by Gen. Grant in person,
who had comedown from Memphis in a
steamboat Although at this time Maj.-Ge- n.

J. A. McGernand was in com-

mand of the Army of the Mississippi,

by virtue of & confidential order of the
War Department, dated Oct 21, 1862,
which order bore the indorsement of
President Lincoln, Gen. Grant still

""EXERCISED A. COMMAND OVEE HIM,

by reason of his general command of the
Department the Tennessee. By an
order (No. 21)of Dec 18, 1862, from
the 'War Department, received at Ar-

kansas Post, the Western armies had
been grouped into five corps d'armee;
viz, the Thirteenth, Maj.-Ge- n. McCler-nan- d;

the Fourteenth, Maj.-Ge- n. Geo.

H Thomas, in Middle Tennessee ; the
Fifteenth, Maj.-Ge- n. W. T. Sherman;
the Sixteenth, Maj.-Ge- n. Hurlbut, then
at or near Memphis; and the Seven-

teenth, Maj.-Ge- n. McPherson, also at
and back of Memphis. Gen. Grant
when at Isapoleon, on the 18th of Jan--

nary, ordered McClernand with his own
and" my corps to return to Vicksburg,
to disembark on the west bank, and to
resume work on a canal across the
peninsula, which had been begun by
Gen. Thomas Williams the Summer be-

fore, the object being to turn the ftlis-Eissip- pi

River at that point, or at least
to make a passage for our fleet of gun-

boats and transports across the peninsula,
opposite "Vicksburg. Gen. Grant then

Gen. Hugh Ewing.

returned to Memphis, ordered to Lake
Providence, about 60 miles above us,
McPherson's Corps, the Seventeenth, and
then came down again to give his per
sonal supervision to the whole move-

ment
THOSE CANALS.

The Mississippi River was very high,
end rising, and we began that system of
canals on which we expended so much
hard work fruitlessly : Pirst, the canal at
Young's Plantation, opposite Vicksburg ;

Eecond, that at Lake Providence ; and,
third, at the Yazoo Pass, leading into
the headwaters of the Yazoo River.
Early in February the gunboats Indian-
ola and Queen of the West ran the bat-
teries of Vicksburg. The latter was
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Bayou Expedition- -

afterward crippled in Red River, and
was captured by the rebels; and the
Indianola was butted and sunk about

miles below Vicksburg. We heard
the booming of the guns, but did not
know of her loss till some days after.
During the months of January and
February we were digging the canal
and fighting off the water of the Missis-

sippi, which continued to rise and threat-
ened to drown us. We had no sure
place of refuge except the narrow levee
and such steamboats as remained abreast

our camps. My two divisions fur-

nished alternately a detail of 500- - men
day to work on the canal. So high

was the water in the beginning of March
that McClernand's Corps was moved to
higher ground at Milliken's Bend, but

remained at Young's Plantation, laid
off a due proportion of the levee tor
each subdivision of my command, and
assigned other parts to such steamboats

Bayou, the
1863.

as lay at the My own Head-

quarters were in Mrs. house,
which hacl the water all around it, and
could only be reached a plank-wal- k

from the levee, built on posts.
Gen. Steele commanded the

First and Gen. D. Stuart the
Second ; this latter had been

by Gen. Hugh Bri-

gade, which had from West
Virginia.

the first bayou expedition.

At the time of its date I received the
following note from Gen. Grant :

Beni, March 16, 1863.
Gen. Sheuman.

Dear Sir: I have just returned from
up Steele's Bayou, with tho Ad-

miral (Porter), and five of his With
some labor in cutting treetops out of the way,
it will be for any class of steamers.

I want you to have your pioneer corps, or
one of good men for such work, de-

tailed aud-fl- t the landing as soon as possible.
Tho party will want to take with them their

rations, arms, and sufficient camp and garrUou
equipage for a few days. I will have a boat at
any place yon may designate as early as the
men can there. The 8th Mo. (being many
of them would be excellent men for
this purpose.

As soon as you give directions for men
to bo in readiness come up and see me, and I
will explain fully. Tho tug that takes this if

I :J;? v.. m.m

"&0 mwe tot Um

WASHINGTON,

instructed to wait for yon. A fall supply of
axes will

Very respectfully, -
U. S. Grant, MBJor-Genera- l.

This letter was instantly (8 a. m.)
sent to Col. Giles A Smith,

.
command-

ing the 8th Mo., with orders to prepare up

immediately. He returned it at9:15,
with an answer that the regiment was

all ready. I went up to Milliken's
Bend in the tug, and had a
with the General, resulting in these
orders :

Headq'bs Depaetmknt of the Tennessee, 1

Bkfobe Vicksburg, March 16, 1863. J

Maj.-Ge- n. W. T. Sherman, commandiug
Fifteenth Army Corps.

General : You will proceed as early ns prac-

ticable up Steele's Bayou, and through Black
Bayou to Deer Creek, and thenco with the
gunboats now there by any routo they may
take to get into the Yazoo Eivcr, for the pur-

pose of determining tho of getting
to tho east bankan army through that route

of that river, and at a point from which they
can act advantageously against Vicksburg.

Make such details from your army corps as
may bo required to clear out the channel of tho
various bayous through which transports would
have to run, and to hold such points as in your
judgment should bo occupied.

I place at your disposal to-da- y the steamers
Diligent and Silvor Wave, tho only two suit-
able for tho present navigation of this route.
Others will be supplied you as fast as required,
ntifl Minv fin hn Bat.

I have givon directions (and you may repeat.
them) that tho party going on noara ino
Krwimfir Dilieent nush on until they reach
Black Bayou, only stopping sufficiently long
at any point before reaching there to remove
such obstructions as prevent their own progress.
Capt. Kossak, of the Engineers, will go with
this party. The other boat load will commence
their work in Steele's Bayou, and make tho
navigation as free a3 possible all tho way
through.

There is but little work to be done in Steele s
Bayou, except for about five miles about mid-

way of tho bayou. In this portion many over-

hanging trees will havo to bo removed, and
should be dragged out ofthe channel.

Very respectfully,
U. S. Gbakt, Major-Genera- l.

On returning to my camp at
Point, I started these two boats up the
Yazoo and Bayou, with the 8th
Mo. and some pioneers, with axes, saws,

and all the tools necessary. I gave
orders for a part of Stuart's Division to

in the large boats up the Missis-

sippi River to a point at Gwin's Planta-
tion, where a bend of Steele's Bayou
neared the main river; and the next
day, with one or two staff officers and
Orderlies, got a nayy-tu-g, and hurried up
to overtake Admiral Porter. About 60
miles up Steele's Bayou we came to the

Price, LieutWoodworth, United
States Navy, commanding, and then
turned into Black Bayou, a narrow,
crooked by over-
hanging oaks, and filled with cypress and
Cottonwood trees. The gunboats had
forced their way through,

pushing 'aside trees a foot in diame-
ter.

In four miles we overtook the gun-
boat fleet just as it was emerging into
Deer Creek. Along Deer Creek the
alluvium was higher, and there was a
large cotton-plantatio-n belonging to a
Mr. Hill, who was absent, and the negroes
were in charge of the place. Here I over-
took Admiral Porter, and accompanied
him couple of miles up Deer Creek,
which was and more free of
trees, with plantations on both, sides at

Admiral Porter he
had passed the worst, and that he would
be able to reach the Fork and
bunflower. ' He requested me to return
and use all means to clear out
Black Bayou. I returned to Hill's
Plantation, which was soon reached by
Maj. Coleman, with a part of the 8th
Mo. ; the bulk of the regiment and the

to Steels s Deer Creek, etc., in Connection With
Gunuoat Fleet, March,
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pioneers had been distributed along the
bayous, and" set to-- work under the
general supervision of Capt. Kossak.
The Diligent and Silver Wave then re-

turned to Gwin's Plantation and brought
Brig.-Ge- n. Giles A. Smith, with the

6th Mo., and piiit of the 116th 111.

Admiral Porter was then working up we

Deer Creek with his ironclads, but he
had left me a tug, which enabled me to

Clearing Away

reconnoiter the country, which was all
under water xcept the narrow strip
along Deer Creekv During the 19th I
heard the heavy pavy guns booming
more frequently than seemed consistent
with mere guerrillajopcrations ; and that
night I got a message' from Porter, writ-

ten on tissue-pape- r, brought me through
the swamp by a negro, who had it con-

cealed in a piece of tobacco.
The Admiral stated that he had met

a force of infantry find artillery which
gave mwajmXT trouhle

by killing th6'n)en who had to expose
themselves outsijrte the iron armor to
shove off the bows' cthe boats, which had
so little headway that they would not
steer. He beggeel me to come to his
rescue as'quickly as possible. Giles A.
Smith had only about 800 men with
him, but I ordered him to start up Deer
Creek at once; crossing to the east side
by an old bridge at Hill's Plantation,
which we had repaired for the purpose;
to work his way up to the gunboat fleet,
and to report to;the Admiral that I would

Gen. J. II. Tuttle.
came up with every man I could raise as
soon as possible. I". was almost alone at
Hill?s, but took a canoe, paddled down
Black Bayou to the gunboat Price, and
there, luckily, "found the Silver Wave
with a load of men just arrived from
Gwin's Plantation. Taking some of the
parties who were at work along the bayou
into an empty coal-barg- e, we tugged it
up by a navy-tu-g, followed by the Silver
Wave, crashing through the trees, carry-
ing away pilot-hous- e, smoke-stack- s, and
everything above deck ; but the Captain
(McMillan, of Pittsburg,) was a braye
fellow, aud realized the necessity. The
night was absolutely black, and we could
only make two and a half of the four
mile3. We then disembarked, and
marched through the' canebrake, carry-
ing lighted candlesin our hands, till we

got into the open cottonfields at Hill's
Plantation, where we lay down for a few
hours' rest. These men were a part of
Giles A. Smith's Brigade, and part be-

longed to the brigade of T. Kilby Smith,
the senior officer present being Lieut-Co- l.

Rice, 54th Ohio, an excellent young
officer. We had. no horses.

On Sunday' morning, March 21, as
soon as daylight- - appeared, we started,
following the same route which Giles A.
Smith had taken the day before; the
battalion of the i3th U. S. Regulars,
Maj. Chase, in the lead. We could hear
Porter's guns,-an- d knew that moments
were precious Being on foot myself,
no man could Scomplain, and we gen-

erally went" at; the double-quic- k, with
occasional rest', 'The road lay along
Deer Creek, passing several plantations;
and occasionally?, ,at the bends, it crossed
the swamp, where the "water jcame above
my hips. The smaller drummer-boy- s

had to carry their drums on their heads,
and raostof the mercslung their cartridge- -

' boxes around their necks. The soldier? )

& orpfew"

generally were glad to have their general
and field officers afoot, but we gave
them a fair specimen of marching, ac-

complishing about 21 miles by noon.

Of course, our speed was accelerated by
the sounds of the navy guns, which be-

came more and more distinct, though'
could see nothing. At a plantation

near some Indian mounds we met a de-

tachment of the 8th Mo. that had been

Obstructions.
up to the fleet, and had been sent down
as a picket to prevent any ob'structions
below. Thi3 picket reported that Ad--

miral Porter had found Deer Creek
badly obstructed had turned back;
that there was a rebel force beyond
the fleet with some six-pound- ers and
nothing between us and the fleet So I
sat down on the door-si- ll of a cabin to
rest, but had not been seated 10 minutes
when, in the wood just ahead, not 300
yards off, I heard
QUICK AND RAPID FIRING OF MUSKETRY.

Jumping up, I ran up the road
and found Lieut-Co- L Rice, who said
the held of his column had struck a
small force of rebels with a working gang
of negroes, provided with axes, who on
the first fire had broken and run back
into the swamp. I ordered Rice to de-

ploy his brigade, his left on the road,
and extending as far into the swamp as
the ground would permit, and then to
sweep forward until he uncovered the
gunboats. The movement was rapid and
well executed, and we soon came to some
large cottonfields, and could see our gun-
boats in Deer Creek, occasionally firing
a heavy 8-in- ch gun across the cotton-fiel- d

into the swamp behind. About
that time Maj. Kirby, of the 8th Mo.,
galloped down the road on a horse he
.had picked up the night before and met
me. He explained the situation of
affairs, and offered me his horse. I got
on bareback, and rode up the levee, the
sailors coming out of their ironclads
and

CHEERING MOST VOCIFEROUSLY
as I rode by, and as our men swept for-

ward across the cotton field in full view.
I soon found Admiral Porter, who was on
the deck of one of his ironclads, with a
shield made of the section of a smoke-
stack, and I doubt if he was ever more
glad to meet a friend than he was to see
me. He explained that he had almost
reached the Rolling Fork, when the
woods became full of sharpshooters,
who, taking advantage of trees, stumps,
and the levee, would shoot down every
man that poked his nose outside the
protection of their armor; so that he
could not handle his clumsy boats in
the narrow channel. The rebels had
evidently dispatched a force from
Haines's Bluff up the Sunflower to the
Rolling Fork, had anticipated the move-
ment of Admiral Porter's fleet, and had
completely obstructed the channel of
the upper part of Deer Creek by felling
trees into it, so that further progress in

Wsxm
Our. Giles A. Smith.,.

that direction was simply impossible.
It also happened that at the instant of
my arrival a party of about 400 rebels,
armed and supplied with axes, had
passed around the fleet and had got
below it, intending in. like manner to
block up the channel by the felling of
trees, so as to cut off retreat This was
the force we had struck so opportunely
at the time before described. I in--
quired' of Admiral Porter what he pro--

(Continued on. gcoad yage.J
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The True Story of the Capture of the

Terror of Three States.

HAIDER SURRENDERS.

Audacity, Extent and Purpose
of the Dash Through Hosr

tile Territory.

CREDIT TO THE CAPTOR.

Last Days of the Notorious
Leader, and How He Was

Killed.

BY THE CAPTOR HIMSELF, GEO. W. RUE, MAJOR,

9TH KY. CAV., HAMILTON, O,

'Continued from last tceeh.) -

FORMED MY
men in line across
the road. Maj.
Graham rapidly
closed up the col--u

ran, throwing down
the intervening

jlsPs'i fences, so that a line-of-bat- tle

KhJWM 1kV. wa3 soon
formed and readyMM! for action. I had

'Tl'fll Lieut Burton, 11th
Ky. Cav., with 30
men, to annoy the
rear of the enemy

by following him on the main road, and
for the further purpose of preventing
him from retreating that way.

" The enemy was thus completely sur-

rounded. Morgan at once dispatched a
flag of truce, which met me in advance
with the demand that I should surrender
my force to him.

"I told the bearer of the flag to re-

turn at once to his command and notify
him that I demanded the instant and
unconditional surrender of bJ3 entire

t The Advance.
force, or else I would forthwith open fire

upon them. The man bearing the flag
left with the demand, and in a few

minutes Maj. Steele was brought to me
by Capt. Neal, of the 9th Ky. Cav., who
said Morgan had already surrendered
to my command. Col. Hart Gibson, of
Morgan's staff, then rode up and said
that Morgan surrendered to my com-

mand.
" I then rode forward to Gen. Morgan,

Gibson being with me. A few minutes
after this someone said that the surrender
had been made to one Capt. Burbick,
and that Morgan claimed to have been
parolled by him. Morgan simply stated
the fact that he had surrendered, but

A Rebel Charge.
said nothing to me to whom the sur-

render had been made, the surrender
having been made to me first by Maj.
Steele and Maj. Gibson.

"I was then informed that Capt. Bur-
bick was a militia officer andji prisoner
in the hands of Morgan at the time the
pretended surrender was made, and at
the identical time when Morgan found
himself intercepted by my command,
and while he was hurrying Capt Bur-
bick along the road as a prisoner of
war. I, therefore, treated this claim as
absurd and held the prisoners until Gen.
Shackelford came up, which was about
an hour after the capture of Morgan,
when I placed all at the disposal of Gen.
Shackelford. The number of men capt-

ured was 384, rank and file, and about
400 horses. The arms and horses I
turned over to Maj.-Ge- n. Brooks, of
Wellsville, O.

"My entire command acted with the
greatest promptness and alacrity. Maj.
Graham, Lieut Boynton and the other
gallant officers and men who composed
my command for the. time being are
worthy oflull the praiio that can be be-

stowed upon them.
" I would especially return my thanks

to Capt. Pond, Adj't Pearce, Capt.
Neal and the 20 private ioldiera of the '

-NO. 7-W- HOLE NO, 798.

advance-guar- d, who, by their bravery,
meritelTthe position to which they were
assigned. Lieut. Parr also deserves
praise for the valiant efforts that he
made to forward his artillery during the
various changes of the command until

wa3 placed in the rear at Hammonds-ville-."

Thi3 was the close of the great Morgan
raid, and caused general rejoicing
throughout the United States. Gen.

The Bearer of the Flag of Truce.
Shackelford was the senior commander
Maj. Rue was in command of his ad-

vance, mounted on all fresh horses, right
out of the Government stables at Cov-

ington, Ky. H13 soldiers were all vet-

erans, and belonged to the cavalry serv-

ice, and Rue was a veteran of the Mexi-

can war.
Rev. F. Senour, in hi3 History of tho

Morgan Kaid in Indiana and Ohio,say3?
" It was a good providence that put

Maj. Rue in the front; he had fresh
men and horses, true courage, and a
great anxiety to capture Morgan; be-

sides, he had confronted him in almost
every raid he had made through Ken-
tucky, and was perfectly familiar with
all his foxy devices. He was the man
for the occasion. Hi3 military career
had been short, but of such a character
as will not soon be forgotten.

"Maj. Rue returnejlfrpm Mexico with
very poor health, anefspent most of hia
time in farming, until he felt that our
country and her great free institutions
were in neril, when he raised a battalion
and joined the 9th Ky. Cav. Since that
time he ha3 made for himself a xecord
of which he need not be ashamed, and
of which hi3 country is proud.

"Maj. Rue Is a Christian- - man, and
member of the Presbyterian Church.
Such men enter the service of their
country from deep conviction of duty,
and, like Oliver Cromwell, they fear not
the face of any foe, because their trust if
in the God of Battles.

"When John Morgan was captured
he was in Columbiana County, on the
line between Wayne and Mad&onTowii-ship- s,

and on the public road between
the farms of John Crawford and David
Burbick, and about nine miles from the
Pennsylvania line."

Maj. Rue states "that hi3 interview
with Gen. Morgan after his capture was
pleasant. Among other things Morgan,
said to Rue : 'You have beaten me, and
I give up the chase.'

" Maj. Rue introduced Gen. Shackel-
ford and Col. Wolford to Morgan when
they came up. The interview was quite
amusing to the spectators. Wolford's
countenance indicated great joy on be
holding Morgan as a prisoner.

" ' I am glad to see you on this occa-
sion,' said he to Morgan. ' You and the
Colonel have met before,' said Gen.
Shackelford. A laugh followed this
remark, as Wolford was once a prisoner
of Morgan's !Nbt as friends said
Morgan, at the same time he was shaking
hands with Shackelford and Wolford."

There ha3 been a great deal said about
the surrender of Morgan, which T wish
to straighten out, anA I think char nr
report to Gen. Burnalda should be siiiS
cient. That pretended surndor to
Capt Burbick was a1! a farce, I talked
with Burbick himself ."itr the capture,
and asked him to give me the straight
story.

He said to me that he had been
captured that morning, or a short time
before, by Morgan, and that he was a
prisoner in his hands at the time of the
surrender. I asked Burbick when this

A.

s f sy
'XU PUESUIT.

surrender took place ? Ha said, "Ju3&
at the time that your command was

CHARGING AROUND HIS SIGHT FLANK

to the front." I had treated the Bur-
bick surrender with contempt from the
start, and paid no attention to it It
would have been better for the honor of
Morgan had it never been accomplished.
It was a small dodge, and he tried to
pass it on Shackelford and on to Burn-sid- e.

Gov. Todd telegraphed to me to com

by Columbus and talk with him about
the matter, which I did.

The Governor went with me to (Jin--
cinnati to see Burnside. I was prestnfc
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